
Regulations of 24 November 2009 No. 1400  
on the operation of vessels carrying 12 passengers or less, etc. 

Legal basis: Laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Authority on 24 November 2009 under the Act of 16 February 2007 No. 9 relating to ship safety 
and security (Ship Safety and Security Act), sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15, 16, 21, 27 and 42, cf. Formal Delegation of 16 February 2007 No. 171 
and Formal Delegation of 31 May 2007 No. 590.  
Amendments: Amended by Regulations of 7 June 2010 No. 1080, 2 January 2012 No. 40, 22 February 2012 No. 175, 13 July 2012 No. 743, 
20 December 2017 No. 2379. 

Chapter 1 
General provisions 

Section 1 
Scope of application 

(1) These Regulations shall apply to companies operating vessels carrying 12 passengers or less in Norwegian 
territorial waters, and on rivers and lakes. These Regulations shall also apply on Svalbard and Jan Mayen. 

(2) These Regulations do not apply to: 
 a) vessels engaged in regular service; 
 b) vessels used for organised medical service and ambulance service; 
 c) vessels used for transportation to and from schools; 
 d) vessels carrying a smaller number of passengers than one person for each 25 gross tonnage unit; 
 e) vessels which are rented out without master or instructor; 
 f) tender vessels; 
 g) standby vessels when they are used for emergency services;  
 h) vessels that are not used for commercial purposes. 

Amended by Regulations of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011), 13 July 2012 No. 743. 

Section 2 
Definitions 

For the purpose of these Regulations, the following definitions shall apply: 
a) “Standby vessel”: A vessel with duties associated with the management of dangerous situations and casualties in 

the petroleum sector and which are employed on unit guard duty. 
b) “Qualification Regulations”: The Regulations of 22 December 2011 No. 1523 on qualifications and 

certificates for seafarers. 
c) “Regulations on the production and the placing on the market of recreational craft”: The Regulations of 20 

December 2004 No. 1820 on the production and the placing on the market of recreational craft, etc. 
d) “Regulations on medical supplies on ships”: The Regulations of 9 March 2001 No. 439 on medical supplies 

on ships. 
e) “Place of refuge”: Landing place for the crew where land-based assistance can be made available, and where 

the crew and passengers can take shelter from unfavourable weather conditions. 
f) “Passenger”: Every person on board other than: 

1) the master and the members of the crew. 
2) other persons employed in any capacity on board a ship on the business of that ship and who are part 

of the ship’s permanent emergency organisation.  
3) children under one year of age. 

g) “Regular service”: A series of crossings operated so as to serve traffic between the same two or more ports, 
or a series of voyages from and to the same port without intermediate calls 
1) according to a published timetable, or 
2) with crossings so regular and frequent that they constitute a recognisable  

systematic series. 
h) “SOLAS Convention”: The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974. 
i) “Tender vessel”: A vessel carrying passengers to and from a larger vessel and which is regarded as part of 

the vessel’s equipment. 
Amended by Regulations of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011), 2 January 2012 No. 40, 22 February 2012 No. 175 (in force on 1 March 
2012), 13 July 2012 No. 743. 



Section 3 
Exemptions 

The Norwegian Maritime Authority may, in individual cases and upon written application, grant exemptions from the 
requirements of these Regulations. There must be special reasons that make such exemptions necessary and it must be 
justifiable in terms of safety. Exemptions may only be granted where they do not contravene international agreements 
to which Norway has acceded. 

Chapter 2 
Requirements for safety management system, etc. 

Section 4 
Safety Management System 

(1) The company shall establish a safety management system where compliance with the requirements for each vessel 
in these Regulations is documented. The company and the master of the vessel shall, to ensure safe operation, comply 
with their duties pursuant to the Ship Safety and Security Act, these Regulations and other regulations applicable to the 
ship laid down under the Ship Safety and Security Act. 

(2) The safety management system shall as a minimum include the following: 
a) A description of the organisation. 
b) A description of the area of operation. 
c) A description of risk factors for the crew and passengers, and plans and measures to reduce such risks. 
d) A system for the registration of mishaps and a description of corrective measures to prevent repetition of 

such mishaps. 
e) A system for the planning of operations, including obtaining necessary information. 
f) A description of the vessel(s), including technical specifications and equipment. 
g) Maintenance procedures. 
h) An emergency preparedness plan, including drill routines. 

(3) The safety management system shall be submitted to the Norwegian Maritime Authority upon request. 
(4) The safety management system shall be established not later than six months after the entry into force of these 

Regulations. 
(5) The company shall conduct an annual internal audit of the safety management system and internal procedures in 

accordance with the report form provided by the Norwegian Maritime Authority. The Norwegian Maritime Authority 
may at any time require that documentation showing that such internal audit is carried out be presented. 
Amended by Regulation of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011). 

Section 5 
Safety briefing 

(1) The company shall ensure that passengers are given a safety briefing immediately before departure. The briefing 
shall be adapted to the purpose of the trip, and shall as a minimum include the following: 

a) use of life-saving appliances; 
b) use of safety equipment; 
c) the essential actions passengers must take in an emergency; 
d) special situations that may be expected during the trip. 

(2) Pregnant women, as well as persons with back, neck or pelvic injuries or similar health problems shall be informed 
about the risk associated with vessels operating at speeds of 20 knots or more. 

Chapter 3 
Operating limitations 

Section 6 
Operating limitations in all areas except Svalbard and Jan Mayen 

Vessels constructed without a superstructure that provides protection against the weather for all passengers and which 
operate at a speed of 20 knots, are subject to the following operating limitations: 

a) Year-round operation is permitted in trade area 3 and lesser trade area. 



b) During the period from 15 April to 15 September, operation is permitted in all trade areas within the limit of 
territorial waters.  

c) In trade area 3 and above, the distance to the place of refuge shall not exceed 5 nautical miles, unless 
accompanying vessels which can carry all the passengers on board the vessels that are being followed are 
within the same distance. 

d) Operations shall only be carried out in daylight and under good conditions of visibility. 
e) The vessel cannot carry passengers under the age of 14, unless each such passenger is accompanied by an 

adult. 

Section 7 
Operating limitations on Svalbard 

(1) Vessels constructed with a superstructure that provides protection against the weather for all passengers may only 
operate in territorial waters near Svalbard during the period from 1 May to 30 October. 

(2) Vessels constructed without a superstructure that provides protection against the weather for all passengers may 
only operate in territorial waters near Svalbard during the period from 1 May to 30 September. For such vessels, the 
following operating limitations shall also apply: 

a) For operations outside Isfjorden, the distance to the nearest land shall not exceed 5 nautical miles, unless 
accompanying vessels which can carry all the passengers on board the vessels that are being followed are 
within the same distance. 

b) Operations shall only be carried out under good conditions of visibility. 
c) The vessel cannot carry passengers under the age of 14, unless each such passenger is accompanied by an 

adult 
d) Operations can only be carried out in the following areas: 

i. Isfjorden, delimited westwards by a straight line between the positions N 78° 11.833′, E 12° 58.750′ 
(Daudmannsodden) and N 78° 03.066′, E 13° 33.066′ (Revleodden). 

ii. Kongsfjorden, Krossfjorden, Lilliehöökfjorden, Möllerfjorden and the northern part of Forlandsundet. 
The area is delimited westwards by a straight line between the positions N 79° 06.850′, E 11° 10.283′ 
(Kapp Mitra) and N 78° 53.766′, E 10° 27,750′ (Fuglehuken) and southwards by a straight line between 
the positions N 78° 43.667′, E 11° 11.250′ (Murraypynten) and N 78° 43,417′, E 11° 26.167′ 
(Sarstangen). 

iii. Bellsund, Van Keulenfjorden and Van Mijenfjorden. The area is delimited westwards by a straight 
line between the positions N 77° 43.217′, E 13° 56.583′ (Kapp Martin) and N 77° 34583′, E 14° 14083′ 
(Kapp Lyell). 

(3) Upon recommendation from the district governor of Svalbard, the Norwegian Maritime Authority may extend the 
time period for operations specified in the first and second paragraphs if this is considered justifiable in terms of safety. 
Added by Regulation of 13 July 2012 No. 743. 

Section 8 
Operating limitations on Jan Mayen 

(Shall be decided later) 

Chapter 4 
Design and equipment 

Section 9 
Requirements for design category 

(1) The vessel shall at least be designed and constructed to withstand wind force and wave height as specified for its 
category with regard to stability, buoyancy and other relevant basic requirements set out in Annex 1 to the Regulations 
concerning the production and the placing on the market of recreational craft. 

(2) Vessels that meet equivalent or more stringent requirements for technical safety than the requirements of the first 
paragraph must be able to document this.  

Section 10 
Radiocommunications and radio installations 

(1) During operation, the vessel shall at all times be capable of: 



a) transmitting ship-to-shore distress alerts by at least two separate and independent means; 
b) receiving shore-to-ship distress alerts; 
c) transmitting and receiving ship-to-ship distress alerts; 
d) transmitting and receiving distress and rescue communications; 
e) receiving maritime safety information; 
f) transmitting and receiving bridge-to-bridge communications. 

(2) The requirements of the first paragraph shall be met by means of radio installations as described in the table below: 
Equipment Trade areas Notes 

1 and 
less 

2 3 4 Small 
coasting 
and 
Svalbard 

 

a) VHF radio equipment with 
DSC and watch  
receiver for channel 70 
(VHF/DSC), connected to the 
vessel's navigation receiver 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

b) NAVTEX receiver - - - 1 1 6 

c) Free-float satellite EPIRB - - - 1 1 2 

d) Radar transponder (Radar 
SART)or AIS transponder 
(AIS-SART) 

- - - 1 1 4  

e) Two-way VHF telephone 
(hand-held VHF) 

1 1 1 1 1 5 

NOTES: 

NOTE 1 
- VHF/DSC shall normally be capable of being operated from the vessel’s main source of energy. In the event of 
faults in the main source of energy, the VHF/DSC shall be capable of being operated from a reserve source of 
energy placed in the upper part of the vessel. 
- The reserve source of energy shall have a capacity of at least 6 hours. 
- Vessels without a superstructure, and which may attain a speed of 20 knots or more, shall have a headset with a 
microphone that can be connected to the VHF equipment. 

NOTE 2: 
- The free-float satellite EPIRB shall be installed so that it will have the greatest possible chance of floating up to 
the surface and transmit a distress alert, without risk of being caught by obstructions such as railings, etc., if the 
vessel should sink. 
- On vessels constructed without a superstructure and on other vessels which are of such construction that it in all 
probability will not sink deep enough for a free-float satellite EPIRB to be released and float up to the surface, and 
where the superstructure is constructed in such a way that manual activation can hardly take place, a manual 
satellite EPIRB may replace a free-float satellite EPIRB. 

NOTE 4: 
- The radar-SART/AIS-SART shall be located near the steering position, so that it can easily be activated and 
brought to a survival craft. 



NOTE 5:  
- The requirement shall only apply when there is a requirement for life-raft(s). 
- The vessel shall be fitted with one two-way portable VHF telephone per life-raft necessary to evacuate the total 
number of persons the vessel carries. 
- Two-way portable VHF telephones shall have sufficient battery capacity for the whole journey In addition, a 
sealed spare battery shall be available. 

 NOTE 6: 
- The NAVTEX receiver shall be capable of receiving signals at both 490 and 518 kHz. 
- The requirement for a NAVTEX receiver may be deviated from provided that it can be documented that 
navigational and weather reports can be received by any other means. 

 
 
(3) Vessels covered by these Regulations shall have a radio safety certificate issued by an approved radio inspection 

company.  
(4) The radio safety certificate is issued after a satisfactory radio test for a period of maximum 5 years.  
(5) The radio equipment shall undergo one periodical radio test during the certificate's period, if the radio safety 

certificate is issued for a period exceeding 3 years. 
(6) The radio installations shall be CE marked or comply with the Regulations of 30 August 2016 No. 1042 on marine 

equipment. 
Amended by Regulations of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011), 13 July 2012 No. 743, 20 December 2017 No. 2379 (in force on 
1 January 2018). 

Section 11 
Electrical installations 

(1) The vessel’s electrical installations shall at all times comply with the requirements of Annex 1 to the Regulations 
concerning the production and the placing on the market of recreational craft. 

(2) The electrical installations shall at all times comply with requirements for electrical installations set out in 
Regulations issued by the Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection. 

Section 12 
Navigational equipment 

(1) The vessel shall be fitted with a compass. The compass shall be fixed and suit the vessel’s speed and movement 
characteristics. 

(2) The vessel shall be fitted with a set of masthead lights, stern lights and side lights. 
(3) The view from the steering position shall satisfy EN ISO 11591. 
(4) Necessary and updated charts and nautical publications etc. for the area of operation shall be kept on board. 

Chapter 5 
Life-saving appliances 

Section 13 
Life-saving appliances 

(1) All vessels shall at least have the following life-saving appliances on board:  
a) liferaft with sufficient capacity to accommodate all persons on board, which at least is in accordance with 

ISO 9650-1; 
b) suitable CE marked floatation equipment for all persons on board. Children shall have access to suitable CE 

marked floatation equipment appropriate to their size; 
c) a lifebuoy with a light; 
d) a floating quoit attached to a floating line of at least 30 metres; 
e) three parachute flares and three hand flares; 
f) a rescue basket or similar device that makes it possible to pick up a person from the water. 

(2) First paragraph (a) to (c) shall not apply to: 
a) vessels where all the persons on board are wearing suitable CE marked one-piece floatation suits which alone 

or in combination with other CE marked floatation equipment provide a buoyancy of at least 150 N. 



Passengers who are to dive may during the voyage wear diving suits which alone or in combination with 
other CE marked floatation equipment provide a buoyancy of at least 150 N; 

b) vessels of less than 15 metres in overall length which operate at a speed of less than 10 knots in trade area 2 
and lesser trade during the period from 15 April to 15 September when all persons on board are wearing 
suitable CE marked floatation equipment with a buoyancy of at least 50 N. 

(3) Floatation equipment required by this section, including one-piece floatation suits, shall at least be in accordance 
with ISO EN 393, ISO EN 395, ISO EN 396, ISO 12402-3, ISO 12402-4 or ISO 12402-5. One-piece floatation suits 
shall in addition provide Class D thermal protection in accordance with ISO 15027. 
Amended by Regulations of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011), 22 February 2012 No. 175. 

Section 14 
Stowing of life-saving appliances 

(1) Liferaft(s) shall be stowed in accordance with the instructions from the manufacturer and secured to the ship 
during launching and embarkation.  

(2) The floatation equipment shall be stowed at a suitable place which is visible and clearly marked and well 
ventilated. 
Amended by Regulation of 22 February 2012 No. 175 (in force on 1 March 2012). 

 Section 15 
Maintenance of life-saving appliances 

(1) As long as the vessel is operational, all life-saving appliances shall comply with rules and regulations and be ready 
for immediate use. 

(2) The inspection of life-saving appliances shall be carried out in accordance with the relevant guidelines prepared 
by the Norwegian Maritime Authority. 

(3) Instructions for maintenance of life-saving appliances shall be in accordance with SOLAS Chapter III.  
(4) Maintenance shall be carried out by qualified and certified personnel in accordance with SOLAS Chapter III. 
(5) Equipment shall, as far as practicable, be function tested after maintenance. 

Section 16 
First-aid equipment 

The vessel shall be equipped with the necessary first-aid equipment, which as a minimum shall include medical 
equipment in accordance with the requirements for vessel category C in Appendix 2 to the Regulations on medical 
supplies on ships. 

Section 17 
Accommodation and Safety of Persons 

Permanent seats and standing places shall be arranged for all persons on board, providing a firm handhold. Seats and 
any back rests shall be properly secured in the vessel. 

 Chapter 6 
Training and manning 

Section 18 
Qualification requirements 

(1) The master shall hold a certificate appropriate for the size of the vessel, minimum D5L – Master’s Certificate for 
Pleasure Craft or Master Fisherman Class C, medical certificate for workers on ships and basic safety training in 
accordance with the Qualification Regulations. Masters of vessels on lakes and rivers during the period from 15 April to 
15 September may have partial safety training in accordance with the above-mentioned Regulations instead of basic safety 
training. 

(2)  The master shall as a minimum hold a Restricted Operator’s Certificate (ROC), but may hold a Short Range 
Certificate (SRC) if the vessel only operates in trade area 4 or lesser trade area. If the vessel has the required radio 
installations for sea area A2 or greater areas, at least one Radio Operator shall hold the General Operator’s certificate 
(GOC). 



Amended by Regulation of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011). 

Section 19 
Manning 

During all operations, the master shall pay close attention to the danger of anyone falling over board. When performing 
water sports that include towing, the vessel shall be manned with at least 1 person who at all times shall be able to pay 
attention to the passengers and those who are being towed. The person concerned shall immediately notify the master of 
the vessel if any of these persons fall over board. 
Amended by Regulation of 7 June 2010 No. 1080 (in force on 1 January 2011). 

Chapter 7 
Concluding provisions 

Section 20 
Entry into force 

(1) These Regulations enter into force on 1 January 2011. For Svalbard, these Regulations enter into force on 1 
January 2013. For Jan Mayen these Regulations shall enter into force from the date decided by the Ministry. 

(2) As from the same date, sections 9 second and third paragraphs, 43, 44 and 45 of the Regulations of 15 June 1987 
No. 506 concerning survey for the issue of certificates to passenger ships, cargo ships and lighters, and concerning other 
surveys, etc., are repealed. 
Amended by Regulation of 13 July 2012 No. 743. 
 


