Proposed Regulations on amendments to the Regulations on the construction, equipment and operation of passenger ships in the Norwegian territorial waters surrounding Svalbard

Legal basis: Laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Authority on xx.xx.2025 under the Act of 16 February 2007 No. 9 relating to  
ship safety and security (Ship Safety and Security Act) sections 2, 16, 43, 44 and 45, cf. Formal Delegation of 31 May 2007 No. 590. 

I

The Regulations of 7 June 2019 No. 710 on the construction, equipment and operation of passenger ships in the territorial waters surrounding Svalbard are amended as follows: 

New title should read:

Regulations on the construction, equipment and operation of ships in the territorial waters surrounding Svalbard

Section 1 should read:

Subject to limitations set out in international law, these Regulations shall apply to Norwegian and foreign passenger ships engaged on voyages in the territorial waters surrounding Svalbard.
 Section 4a of these Regulations applies to Norwegian and foreign ships of 24 metres in overall length and upwards, of less than 500 gross tonnage and carrying 12 passengers or fewer operating in the territorial waters surrounding Svalbard. 

New section 4a should read: 

Section 4a. Qualifications deck officers
   The Polar Code Part I-A chapter 12 and the STCW Convention regulation V/4, cf. the STCW Code Part A-V/4 shall apply as regulation. 

II

   This Regulation enters into force immediately.
